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took her with him. He abandoned her, how-
ever, on the Isle of Naxos, where she was
found by Bacchus, who married her. See
theseus.
AEID REGION, a
region that does not have
sufficient rainfall to sus-
tain a good growth of

THE SLEEPING ARIADNE
In the Vatican galleries, Home.

vegetation. Deserts are arid regions, but
desert conditions are not necessarily found
in all arid regions. The name applies to
areas with rainfall insufficient for agriculture
as usually conducted. One-third of the so-
called "Great American Desert/7 that is,
about 600,000 acres, is tillable under dry
farming methods. This area includes terri-
tory in Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Neva-
da, California, Arizona, New Mexico, Wyo-
ming, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas and Texas.
In semi-arid regions the rainfall is from 12 to
24 inches yearly.
One of the surprises in these arid regions
is the sudden outburst of vegetation and the
carpet of flowers often seen after an occa-
sional rain. Large portions of this area
receive sufficient rainfall to support a
growth of grass and are successful grazing
regions. In all of them the soil is fertile
and, when supplied with water, produces
abundant crops. See irrigation; dry
farming.

ARIES, off I eez (the ram), the first sign
of the zodiac, measured from the vernal
equinox. About 2,000 years ago, the sun was
passing through this constellation in the
spring, but now the sun is due the twenty-
first of March in the constellation of Pisces,
about 20° west. The symbol is or, the horns
of a ram, or the nose and eyebrows of the
human face.

AltrON, an ancient Greet poet and mu-
sician who was born at Methymna, in Lesbos,
and flourished about 625 b. o. A fragment
of a hymn to Poseidon, ascribed to Arion,
is extant. The legend regarding him states
 that while he was on shipboard returning
from Tarentum to Corinth, the sailors de-
cided to put him to death for his wealth,
After trying in vain to move them by his
exquisite music, Arion threw himself into the
sea, but he was saved by dolphins who had
been attracted by his music and was carried
to land.
AKIOSTO, dhryos'to, ludovico (1474-
1533), a celebrated poet of Italy, born at
Eeggio, in Lombardy. His lyric poems in
the Italian and Latin languages, dis-
tinguished for ease and elegance of style, in-
troduced him to the notice of the Cardinal
Ippolito d'Este, whose service he entered.
The publication in 1515 of his immortal
poem, the Orlando Furioso (Orlando Mad),
made him at once highly popular. This poem
details the chivalrous adventures of the pal-
adins of the age of Charlemagne. Ariosto's
other work includes severe satires in the spirit
of Horace.
AEISTA, arees'ta, mariano (1802-1855),
a Mexican general. He took part in the war
that established Mexican independence, and
in 1836 was second in command to General
Santa Anna. He commanded at Palo Alto
and E-esaca de la Palma, in the war between
Mexico and the United States. In 1850 he
became president of Mexico, but soon after
his resignation in 1853 he was banished, and
died in exile.
AB.ISTIDES, aristfdeez, (surnamed The
Just) about 550-467 b. a), a celebrated
Athenian statesman and military com-
mander. At the time of the Persian invasion
under Darius, Aristides was one of the lead-
ers of the Athenians. Owing to his influence
and persuasion the chief command was given
to Miltiades, instead of being changed daily
among the ten generals, as had been cus-
tomary. To this fact was due in great meas-
ure the important victory at Marathon (490).
Shortly after this Aristides was appointed
archon, but his rival, Themistocles, managed
to secure his ostracism on the pretext that
he was becoming dangerous to the democracy
(484). In connection with this incident is
told the familiar story of Aristides' writing
Ms own name on the shell for an illiterate
citizen who wanted to vote for his ostracism,
and gave as his only reason that he was tired
of hearing Aristides called The Jmt.
Such was his "unselfish patriotism that
during his exile he sought to unite the
Grecian cities against the coming Persian

